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The Proclamation

The Proclamation is Wilbur Cross High School’s student newspaper, published in 
print and online as virtual copies, an online blog, and a podcast site. It is dedicated to 
bringing you accurate, thorough, and complete news, features, arts, sports, editorials, 
and more. Opinions and viewpoints stated in The Proclamation are not necessarily 
the opinions or viewpoints of The Proclamation or its editors (except for unsigned 
lead editorials), the faculty advisor, Wilbur Cross High School, or the New Haven 
School District. The Proclamation is a designated public forum for student expres-
sion, and its mission and policy is to encourage student expression. Students make fi-
nal decisions on content, edit the stories, and design the paper. View-points, including 
ones that oppose those appearing in The Proclamation, are welcomed. Wilbur Cross 
High School students may submit articles and letters to the editor, the publication of 
which is subject to approval by the student editors. All articles and letters selected for 
publication are subject to being edited for length, clarity and appropriate language.

Changes here at Cross may be for the better, but change can be hard. Students 
are still adapting to last year’s block scheduling and early release days. Stay-
ing in class for an hour and a half scared some students and teachers, but most 
like it now. The new academy system is no different. It is too early to pass 
judgement. In a features article, Dayana Lituma-Solis writes about the initial 
impressions of some students and an administrator. We admit that the article 
could have included interviews from a greater cross section of students, espe-
cially those who are benefitting from the new program. 
 We realize that, to some, especially the more academically independent 
students, the addition of academies may seem unnecessary. However, to many 
students, especially students who will benefit from the additional support and 
sense of community, an academy is extraordinarily valuable. We must give the 
academies time. A rushed conclusion is almost never an accurate conclusion.
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Opinion 
Get Trump Out of My Face
Quincy Ponvert 

Throughout the last year, American citizens have witnessed an interesting 
development. A filthy rich reality TV show host, an expert in business and 
fake tans, is running for president. At first, Donald Trump was intriguing, even 
entertaining. He paraded about, spewing racial slurs and drooling misogynistic 
comments, whining about his billions and crying over his own honesty, as if he 
fed on the resulting disgust and hatred that many Americans felt towards him. 
Then something dangerous happened. His campaign started doing well.
 His outrageousness and shamelessness has upped his ratings in the polls. 
His power, his aggressiveness, every aspect of his personality that seems new to 
the field of politics has worked in his favor to attract a terrifyingly large per-
centage of American voters. People find him refreshing, exciting, and his behav-
ior has proved compatible with an election process that is, essentially, what he’s 
used to: a reality television show.
 To call this a problem would be understating the gravity of the situation. 
In the latest polls, Trump is supported by 32% of our country. A third of the 
people in this country want to elect a man who says things like, “Laziness is a 
trait in the blacks... Black guys counting my money! I hate it… The only kind 
of people I want counting my money are little short guys that wear yarmulkes 
every day.” He does something ridiculous and news-worthy practically every 
day; if not insulting some woman’s looks, then throwing a respected reporter 
out of a press conference. 
 Trump has name and face recognition. Any other candidate would be 
lucky to get even a fraction of the attention that Trump gets from the news. The 
sooner we realize that Trump is a threat, a serious concern, the sooner we can 
refocus on electing someone who will improve the lives of this country’s inhab-
itants.

 

The Case Against Sex Ed
Frances Rosario 

Sex education class is more like a 
demonstration than an education. Do 
you want to picture your child sitting 
in a classroom watching dolls used 
to demonstrate sex positions, or a 
3D model of how to properly put on 
a condom. Some say this is the way 
to truly educate teens about sex, but 
some parents are surprised and upset 
about it. A lot of people agree that it is 
inappropriate to teach children about 
sex, because it should be the parents’ 
choice. 
 In sex education, students can 
receive condoms on a regular basis 
without a parent’s consent, which 
makes it seem perfectly fine for teens 
to have sex. Sex is also a very touchy 
subject that makes many people feel 
uncomfortable. Teaching the subject 
to an immature classroom, rather 
than in the privacy of your home, can 
make the subject embarrassing. 
 It’s up to a child’s parents to 
teach their kids about sex on their 
own time, when they feel it is impor-
tant for them to know. Sex education 
makes students feel uncomfortable 
or curious. We need to rethink what’s 
really safe. 
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Servant of God or Gov?
Gabe Freiman

Last June, the Supreme Court ruled 
on Obergefell v. Hodges, the land-
mark case that extended the right 
to marry to all American couples 
regardless of state laws. Following 
the decision, prominent conservative 
politicians and commentators blasted 
the ruling, looking to the dissenting 
opinions of Justices Scalia, Thomas, 
and Alito. They lamented the inevita-
ble consequence: gay couples around 
the country would be able to display 
their love in the same way as straight 
people. Even after all this discontent-
ment, indignation, and rancor, one 
person decided not to abide by the 
law: Kim Davis.
 Ms. Davis is the county clerk 
for Rowan, Kentucky, responsible for 
a variety of notarization and official 
documentation, including the issu-
ing of marriage licenses. After the 
Obergefell v. Hodges ruling, Davis 
stopped issuing any marriage li-
censes, claiming that to do so would 
be a violation of her right to religious 
liberty. Ms. Davis believes that the 
classification of marriage as anything 
other than matrimony between a man 
and a woman is in opposition to what 
her God desires. She said, “To issue a 
marriage license which conflicts with 
God’s definition of marriage, with my 
name affixed to the certificate, would 
violate my conscience.” Davis was 
ordered to grant marriage licenses 
in the county by a federal judge, 
attempted to appeal, lost, and then 
refused the judge’s order. The Rowan 
county clerk was held in contempt 
and jailed for five days, until she 
agreed to let her deputies sign the cer-
tificates. Whether or not these depu-
ties will actually permit the marriages 
remains to be seen.
 It doesn’t matter if Ms. Da-
vis’s religion actually calls for her 
refusal to engage in basic duties as 
a public servant, or if what she has 
done makes sense according to her 

holy texts, as religions need not be in-
ternally consistent or logical in order 
to qualify for free exercise protec-
tions. Ms. Davis’s refusal to fulfill the 
requirements of her post violates the 
basic secular nature of American gov-
ernment. As an elected official, Ms. 
Davis cannot act merely as her own 
person; she’s also the literal represen-
tation of the government, and subject 
to its law and ordinance more so than 
anyone else. But what’s so scary 
about this? It’s just a civil servant not 
doing her job, fire her and move on. 
What’s the big deal? That would be 
true if it were only this one woman. 
Unfortunately, her actions have been 
embraced by many important, power-
ful figures. Presidential candidates 
Rick Santorum, Donald Trump, Scott 
Walker, Bobby Jindal, and Mike 
Huckabee all have released official 
statements saying that Kim Davis has 
no obligation to follow the law and 
issue marriage licenses. Other candi-
dates have expressed sympathy with 
her actions but not publicly adopted 
her stance. In addition, millions of 
ordinary Americans agree with Davis 
as well.
 Surprisingly, this problem of 
respecting the feelings of the reli-
gious over the rights of others isn’t 
an exclusively conservative trait. The 
world saw the same idea in the after-
math of the Charlie Hebdo massacre, 
wherein a satirical magazine pub-
lished a possibly offensive cartoon 
of Muhammed and were attacked by 
by Islamic extremists. But instead of 
coming from the right, this danger-
ous attitude came from the left. While 
Frenchmen and others from around 
the world banded together to show 
support for the murdered journalists 
by publicly declaring “Je suis Char-
lie” -“I am Charlie,” others dissented, 
saying “Je ne suis pas Charlie” - “I 
am not Charlie.” Many liberals and 
progressive members of religious 
organizations declared that the right 
to free speech ended where criticism 
of religion began, 

and commentators made remarks 
that condemned the French satirical 
magazine for publishing the Muham-
mad cartoons. Pope Francis, often 
considered the most liberal Pope 
in the history of the Church, made 
comments less than a week after the 
attacks that suggested that insulting 
a religion is an action that justifies 
a violent response. The prevailing 
sentiment amongst the not-Charlie 
supporters was that people should 
relinquish their rights to express their 
thoughts; all while young Muslims 
are being taught that killing in the 
name of Islam is justified.
In the same way that basic civil liber-
ties are being curbed for the comfort 
of the religious, so too has the right to 
free expression been restricted by left-
wing religious activists. And while it 
may be a minority of the population 
that believes that their religion trumps 
the rule of law, there is a staggering 
portion of people who firmly believe 
as such. This is a dangerous ideology. 
It is selfish, it maintains the en-
trenched position of the few over the 
needs of the many. It is proliferated 
throughout the political compass. And 
we need to crush it before it develops 
any further. This is religious oppres-
sion, plain and simple. Kim Davis 
is wrong; the rights for the religious 
must not trump the rights for all.
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Israel on the Brink
Jonathan Hayward

For the past few weeks, violence has been escalating across Israel. Young Palestinian teenagers have been assaulting Is-
raelis in brutal stabbing attacks and execution-style shootings in recent days. And it seems the senseless violence is not 
limited to the Middle East. October 11th, in midtown Manhattan, an unknown assailant hurled a firebomb at two young 
Jewish men who were studying at a local yeshiva. 
 The violence is not entirely one-sided, with a young Israeli assaulting four Arabs in a supposed retaliation for 
the recent spike in violence, but Israel prosecutes and denounces all attacks on innocent Arabs while the leadership of 
Palestine, both the Palestinian Authority and Hamas, have called the attacks noble, encouraged attacks, or in some other 
way tacitly indicated that the attacks were just. Most recently, a cleric in Gaza called for the formation of “stabbing 
squads,” in a sermon during Friday prayer. It’s no surprise that Hamas, a terrorist organization that has always support-
ed violence and the destruction of Israel, has endorsed the attacks. It does comes as a surprise, though, that the usually 
more moderate Palestinian Authority has not spoken out against the spree of attacks on civilians. 
 While it was the Islamic Jihad Movement in Palestine that declared the Third Intifada, or Third Uprising, Mah-
moud Abbas was the first to warn Benjamin Netanyahu, PM of Israel, of “a new Intifada... which none of us want.” It 
seems that radicalized young Palestinians took this as a call to action, and began a string of violent attacks on Israeli 
civilians. 
 The irony in all of this is that while certain Palestinians have asserted that Israel is also bent on their destruc-
tion and is occupying Arab lands, Israel continues to reach out to the Palestinian leadership to find methods of achiev-
ing peace. It is the PA’s duty, as the more moderate leadership of the Palestinian people, to officially denounce the use 
of terror and violent assaults as a political tool. Instead they claim that the young Palestinians who were shot because 
they were stabbing innocent civilians, were “executed” by the Israeli police. These attackers are not martyrs dedicating 
themselves to liberation. Does a liberator execute parents in front of children? Naama and Eitam Henkin: dead, 10/1/15. 
Does a liberator stab a young man coming home from Saturday prayers, or the Rabbi that rushes in to save him? Aha-
ron Benita and Rabbi Nehemia Lavie: dead, 10/3/15.

 The aftermath of a recent car and stabbing attack in Jerusalem (right), and the results of a deadly knife as-
sault in the Old City of Jerusalem (left.) 



The Proclamation 6 October 2015

Debate Hate
Harry Zehner

The second republican debate had 
everything you could want: Carly 
Fiorina lying about a Planned Parent-
hood video that doesn’t exist? Check. 
Donald Trump taking cheap shots at 
Rand Paul, a candidate polling at 1%? 
Check. An astounding twenty three 
mentions of Ronald Reagan? Check. 
 The debate was hilarious, at 
least until I realized that one of the 
politicians standing on that stage could 
be our next president. However, the 
most interesting part of the debate 
were the parts that weren’t mentioned 
at all. Even over the course of three 
hours, candidates completely neglected 
to mention racial inequality, wealth 
inequality, campaign finance reform 
or climate change. Although these 
are among the most important issues 
Americans face today, the Republican 
Party remains willfully ignorant. 
Perspective is vital when it comes to 
looking at how radically right wing the 
American political system has become. 
 

In every other first world country, 
Hillary Clinton would be viewed as 
a right wing candidate. Even Ber-
nie Sanders, who is a self-professed 
democratic socialist, would be some-
what moderate. Our political spec-
trum has shifted so far to the right that 
it is acceptable for a candidate to be a 
climate change “skeptic” without be-
ing labeled a complete idiot. Donald 
Trump can talk about how he thinks 
there is an indisputable link between 
vaccines and autism, while another 
candidate who happens to be a neuro-
surgeon sits by idly. Forty percent of 
Americans believe humans arrived on 
earth in the last ten thousand years, 
and only 57% of Americans believe 
climate change is man made. The two 
people who are leading the Republi-
can polls are a racist businessman and 
a retired neurosurgeon who believes 
the earth is 5,000 years old. 
 We are headed to a very 
dangerous place if we don’t wake up 
and realize there’s a significant need 
for change in our government. Our 
country and its people need to lose 
the pretense that we are the greatest 
nation on earth.

Assess the Dress (Code)
Rebecca Wilson

Try walking in a girl’s shoes at 
Wilbur Cross High School for a day. 
Each morning, our principal stands at 
the door with a bundle of shirts on her 
arm. Every five minutes, you’ll hear 
the same message repeated— so often 
that seems drilled into your head: 
“Cover up girls, this is not a club, this 
is school. No bra straps showing, no 
short skirts!” Mrs. Johnson was not 
interviewed for this article, but she 
later stated “When I was stationed at 
the boys entrance last year, I was just 
as tough with them as with the girls. 
The boys’ dress code issues had to do 
with hats, hoodies, low hanging pants, 
and the occasional innapropriate shirt. 
 However, regardless of this, 
gender plays a large role in this is-
sue. At school, girls are treated as if 
they are dressing for the males in the 
hallways and not for their own self-
expression. The dress code policy is 
based on the assumption that when 
girls dress a certain way, it means 
they’re asking for unwanted atten-
tion. At Cross, girls are forced to 
miss class, or are even sent home 
from school as a consequence for 
their “inappropriate clothing.” I have 
frequently been dress coded for vari-
ous reasons, like having part of my 
midriff showing or wearing a skirt 
that’s deemed too short by teachers. 
Hearing administrators scold you by 
saying things like “This is not the 
beach—cover up,” can be humiliat-
ing.
 I believe that the school has 
taken dress codes to a whole new lev-
el by appearing to only target the girls 
of the school. As students, the mes-
sage we’re getting from the school is 
that the administrators and teachers 
are more focused on telling girls what 
not to wear— rather than teaching 
boys not to objectify their classmates, 
and that it isn’t okay to catcall girls in 
the hallway.
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News
The Fight for Fifteen
Khadija Hussain

Working at McDonald’s or Burger King is about to become a whole lot better 
for employees in New York. The state recently approved a $15 minimum wage 
for fast food workers, a dramatic increase of almost 70% from the current 
$8.75 hourly wage. A panel appointed by Governor Andrew Cuomo made the 
vital decision. For the past three years, workers have been taking to the streets 
to demand a higher pay — and now their protests are paying off. 
 The change will take effect in stages, faster in New York City than in 
the rest of the state. In the city, wages will rise to $12 by next December, and 
then gradually climb to $15 by December 2018. In the rest of New York, mini-
mum wage won’t reach $15 until July of 2021. The decision was met with joy 
from fry cooks and burger flippers across the state, many of which rely on such 
jobs to feed their families, although it will only affect laborers employed at 
fast-food chains. Fast food workers have long protested that the low minimum 
wage isn’t enough to cover the costs of living like medical care and rent, and 
forces many into poverty. 
 The wage increase will not only have a huge effect on New Yorkers, 
but will ripple across the country. Vice President Joe Biden predicted that the 
state’s efforts would inspire change across the nation. “You’re going to make 
every single governor in every single state in America look at themselves,” 
He said at the celebration rally in New York. “It’s going to have a profound 
impact.” 
 The $15 minimum wage will grant workers a nearly $31,200 annual 
salary. This increase is a huge step forward for America’s chain restaurant 
workers. The new wage will work to reduce poverty, and bridge the vast gap 
between the rich and poor. It’s also worth noting that Congress has been delay-
ing raising the universal minimum wage since 2009— it is time for cities and 
states to step in and make the change themselves. This is exactly what has 
happened in New York. More than half of states have raised their minimum 
wage higher than the federal mandate. The vast majority of Americans support 
a higher minimum wage, yet impoverished people across the nation can still 
only dream of decent pay.  This legislation is one of the first vital steps to mak-
ing that dream a reality.

ISIS Explained
Shane Stephenson

Over the past summer more than a 
thousand people, many of them civil-
ians, have been brutally murdered 
by the Islamic State, an extrem-
ist Muslim fundamentalist terrorist 
organization. Since their rise to power 
during the Syrian Civil War, IS has 
taken over much of the chaos rid-
den region, using terror as a tool to 
establish themselves. Initially labeled 
“little league” terrorists by President 
Obama, the group has come to domi-
nate international headlines. From 
creating the refugee crisis in Europe 
by casting millions from their homes, 
to launching satellite groups in Libya 
and Yemen, the group has come to the 
forefront of international issues. In 
any newspaper, you’ll read about the 
military and economic activity of IS, 
and stories that display their brutality. 
But let’s take a closer look at the root 
of the issue— the ideological beliefs 
instilled in their group. 
 It is important to note the dif-
ference between ISIL and ISIS. ISIL 
stands for the Islamic State of Iraq 
and the Levant, while ISIS means the 
Islamic State of Iraq and Syria. The 
Levant is a geographical region in the 
Middle East composed of Cyprus, 
Israel, Palestine, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Syria, and Turkey. Significant por-
tions of these countries are comprised 
of Christians, who are being perse-
cuted for their beliefs by behead-
ings, crucifixions, and other forms of 
torture. 
 ISIS is made up of both 
Muslim civilians and soldiers, whose 
aim is to create their idea of a uto-
pia— one full of Muslim radicals 
with conservative values. ISIS has 
approximately 30,000 soldiers, who 
are known for their brutal torture 
methods. ISIS are now making over 
$2 million per day through oil sales, 
taxes, extortion, and smuggling.
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It’s a common misconception that 
ISIS is working with Al- Qaeda. In 
reality, Al-Qaeda leader Ayman al-
Zawahiri recently declared war on 
ISIS leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi, 
along with many other nations. In 
June of this year alone, ISIS killed 
1,922 people, according to govern-
ment sources. 1,393 of those were 
civilians, 380 were soldiers, and 
149 were policemen. Another 2,610 
people, mainly civilians, have been 
critically wounded.
 There are now five nations 
deeply affected by ISIS fighting. One 
example of their power is the fact that 
there are practically no Christians left 
in the city of Mosul, Iraq, which fell 
to ISIS last year. Mosul was a once a 
diverse city full practicing Christians, 
Muslims, and Jews. Citizens of Mosul 
are among millions who have been 
forced to leave their homes and flee 
to other countries for safety, under the 
threat of execution. 

Dem Debates Doe
Gabe Freiman 

Quite a lot of confusion surrounded 
the aftermath of the first Democratic 
party debate. While candidates like 
Martin O’Malley were present for the 
event, the real debate occurred be-
tween the mainstream centrist, Hillary 
Clinton, and her more radical op-
ponent, Bernie Sanders. Media sites 
like The Washington Post, Slate, and 
CNN all published editorials saying 
that Clinton had won the debate by 
a large margin. But online polls and 
focus groups show the public opinion 
overwhelmingly favoring Sanders. 
 Some have put on tinfoil hats 
and drawn conclusions from strange 
correlations: Time Warner Cable 
owns CNN and have also been the 
single largest donor to Hillary Clin-
ton’s campaign. 
 It goes without saying that 
debate winners in this context can-
not be objectively measured. Focus 
groups and online polls have other 
limitations, so to take from this in-
formation that Sanders unequivocally 
won would be a folly. But there is 
an undeniable disparity between the 
opinions of the public and media. 
 

 I don’t think that this can 
be reduced to a matter of differing 
standards; Liberal media outlets have 
pretty similar concepts of victory for 
a Democratic debate that liberal vot-
ers have. I think that these sites have 
chosen Clinton as a winner for other 
reasons, ones that haven’t really been 
covered yet. News media have incred-
ible control over public opinion. Their 
publications can shape and influence 
the way the uninformed voters think. 
Choosing Clinton over Sanders is 
their way to shift the attention to-
wards the more electable candidate. 
To a certain degree, they are correct. 
By the nature of her policy points, 
Hillary is better suited to “winning” 
the debate, if winning means “hav-
ing a better chance to win the presi-
dency.”
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People, Not Refugees
Khadija Hussain

Often, in this age of social media, we 
tend not to notice important hap-
penings in the news until they show 
up on our timelines or newsfeed. 
Recently, a viral photo of a drowned 
toddler on a Turkish beach has drawn 
much needed attention to the current 
refugee crisis unfolding in Europe. 
The subject of the photograph was 
two-year-old Aylan Kurdi. He and his 
family were seeking a new life away 
from war-torn Syria, following thou-
sands before them on the treacherous 
journey across the Mediterranean Sea, 
when their boat capsized. Over 2,600 
people have died trying to reach 
Europe this year alone, making the 
Mediterranean area the mostly deadly 
migrant crossing in the world. 
 This sudden influx of asylum 
seeking refugees has caused wide-
spread debate over Europe about 
how best to respond to the crisis. The 
reactions have been wildly contrast-
ing— some citizens are opening their 
arms to the migrants, while others are 
intent on shutting them out. However, 
despite those countries accepting 
asylum seekers, the overall feeling is 
one of hostility from Europe. Austria 
recently introduced border checks 
to search for and turn away refugees 
or immigrants being smuggled in, 
while Hungary has erected a razor 
wire fence along its Serbian border, 
and has made illegal border cross-
ing punishable by a three-year prison 
sentence. Due to regulations by the 
EU, thousands of refugees are trapped 
in Greece and Italy, the two easiest 
countries to reach by boat. Accord-
ing to Human Rights Watch, refugee 
camps in these places are overcrowd-
ed and unsanitary, with a huge lack of 
food and health care. 
 The largest exception to this 
general hostility is Germany. 

A few weeks ago, the German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel announced 
that her country would now be allow-
ing Syrian refugees to apply for asy-
lum and begin to rebuild their lives. 
This action is a huge step forward for 
migrants who want the chance for a 
new life, and sets an example for the 
rest of Europe. 
 In some countries, citizens 
have taken matters into their own 
hands when their government im-
poses barriers against immigrants. 
Online activism has seen thousands 
of people open their own homes to 
refugees seeking safety. In Iceland for 
example, after the government said 
it would only accept 50 refugees into 
the country, over 10,000 Facebook 
users offered to take in refugees. 
This solidarity has sparked a change 
in many people’s mindsets about the 
crisis, and hopefully, will eventually 
prompt policy changes too. However, 
it’s not only Europe that has an im-
migration crisis. 
 

Civil unrest in Latin American coun-
tries has forced thousands of people 
to risk crossing the Mexican- Ameri-
can border. In the past few years, anti 
immigrant sentiment has grown in the 
US, more recently fostered by politi-
cians such as Donald Trump, who has 
declared that Mexicans are “rapists 
and drug dealers,” and vows to build 
a huge wall across the border to keep 
out immigrants. 
 The stigma against immigrants 
and refugees has gone on for too long. 
For years, we have ignored the fact 
that millions of people are forced to 
remain in life threatening situations, 
because they aren’t given the chance 
to start new lives. Families risk their 
lives making treacherous journeys to 
seek asylum, and many of them never 
make it. It’s time to stop turning our 
backs on our fellow humans, and to 
accept responsibility for one another. 
These are people, not refugees or il-
legal aliens or criminals, but people 
in need of compassion and care— and 
it’s up to us to save them. 
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Hope From the Pope
Jonathan Hayward
     
On September 22nd, Pope Francis, 
Bishop of Rome and Sovereign of 
Vatican City, arrived in the US. It was 
his first visit to the US, and the third 
such visit by a Pope. The visit came at 
a key time for US policy makers. This 
year the US and the rest of the world 
will be facing many key decisions 
on climate change. From the UN 
Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (the 1992 agreement on Cli-
mate Change) annual meeting of the 
Conference of Parties (the leadership 
group in charge of the UNFCCC), to 
the September UN General Assem-
bly where the key topic this year will 
be sustainability, and the updating 
of the SDGs (Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals, first agreed upon in Rio 
in 2012), we’re headed into a year of 
sustainability. 
 The timing for the Pope’s 
visit was no mistake either. Initially 
invited more than a year ago, Pope 
Francis finally decided to visit the US 
when our country was (and still is) 
at a tipping point. With presidential 
candidates already on the campaign 
trail, it seems that the Pope wanted to 
shift the national dialogue to focus on 
more social and humanitarian issues. 
However, he didn’t once come across 
as ‘scolding’. He spoke in a language 
we all seem to speak— history. When 
he addressed Congress on September 
24th, the Pope mentioned four major 
figures in American history: Abraham 
Lincoln, Martin Luther King Jr, Doro-
thy Day, and Thomas Merton. These 
figures, Pope Francis explained, ex-
emplify American principles. He ran 
through the lives and deeds of these 
four famous Americans, and outlined 
their relevance to modern day Ameri-
ca. Amid all of this, Pope Francis slid 
in various policy recommendations 
and opinions. From protecting and 
defending “human life at every stage 
of its development” 

(which seemed to be a set up for an 
abortion line, but turned out to be 
support for the abolition of the death 
penalty), to increased concern and 
focus on our relation to the climate, 
the Pope expressed his most sincere 
views about the state of America.
 While the Pope isn’t a politi-
cian, and shouldn’t be treated like 
one, his visit was most clearly aimed 
at more evangelical Christians, and 
was truly handled as a political affair. 
And although Pope Francis is quite 
obviously separate from our partisan 
politics, he balanced the competing 
interests of Liberals and Conserva-
tives with a mastery that even some 
American politicians lack. His ob-
jective for this visit seemed to be to 
address 

his most grave concerns to the most 
powerful and influential country in 
the world, while at the same time 
avoid stepping on any toes. From ad-
dressing Congress and meeting with 
President Obama, to meeting with the 
Kim Davis (famous for her refusal 
to marry same sex couples), Francis 
wanted his message to be clean of 
any partisan bias. Coming out of his 
American visit, Pope Francis seems to 
have largely achieved his goal, albeit 
with some Vatican press clean up on 
the Kim Davis affair. In a country 
where the Church’s public image has 
been tarnished by a child abuse scan-
dal, Francis has painted a new, and far 
more positive image of Catholicism 
and the Vatican in the 21st century.



The Proclamation 11 October 2015

  Officer Boyce, a policeman 
on the case, said, “If you look at the 
photo, it’s a reasonable likeness to 
Mr. Blake, they look like twins.”  The 
photo wasn’t shown to the public 
ironically because this was another 
case of mistaken identity. Two cases 
of False Identification in the same 
day and case. So who knows what the 
real criminal looks like? Are police 
officers just going off basic instinct 
arresting any darker skin males 
outside the hotels? The officer who 
attacked Blake, James Frascatore, was 
also involved in four other lawsuits 
of using excessive force and false 
identification. How can New York’s 
finest allow this to happen on multiple 
occasions?  
 The City categorically denies 
all these allegations of excessive force 
being used. Do they not understand 
that Blake didn’t try to run or resist?  
Yet, he was slammed to the pavement 
like some sort of animal. When Blake 
tried to provide his identification, 
the police ignored him. However, 
Frascatore was stripped of his gun 
and badge and is awaiting probe by 
NYPD’s Internal Affairs. Blake is 
quoted multiple times saying to po-
lice, “No hard feelings guys, I know 
you were just doing your job.” Police 
Commissioner Bratton has apologized 
to Blake, but still says the true suspect 
looks like Blake’s, “twin brother.” 
Despite the apology by  Commission-
er, when Blake was asked whether he 
did accept the apology, he responded 
with, “Ah, no, man. I didn’t do that.”  
He also told reporters, “I am deter-
mined to use my voice to turn this 
unfortunate incident into a catalyst 
for change in the relationship between 
the police and the public they serve.” 
Whether Blake should’ve accepted 
the apology is pure speculation. No 
apology was reported from the Offi-
cer, but a handshake between him and 
Blake was noted. All I can really say 
is, this is definitely not the last we’ll 
hear of cases like James Blake.

Waste of Space: Space News
Alyssa Pagan and Allegra Ranelli

New Horizons 

Pluto, our friendly neighborhood 
dwarf planet, sits alone, five billion 
kilometers away from earth. Almost 
ten years ago NASA launched the 
New Horizons spacecraft, which has 
reached Pluto faster than any other 
craft— in only nine years. 
These distances and time spans aren’t 
really that tangible to us here on 
earth. They’re so vast that it’s hard to 
even picture how we get spacecrafts 
out into space, and how things would 
appear so very far away. 
 Due to advances in space tech-
nology, New Horizons was able to 
take high resolution images of Pluto. 
One of these photos shows a beauti-
ful blue sky over the planet. The blue 
color comes from the scattering of 
light by small “haze particles.” This 
concept also explains why we have 
blue skies here on earth. It is an excit-
ing time for the United States space 
discovery teams. 

Lunar X prize

In 1969, Neil Armstrong reached the 
moon. This event is one of the most 
iconic in space travel history— and 
marks an important moment for the 
United States. This time in our his-
tory is often referred to as the Apollo 
moment, a period when the nation 
was mesmerized by the idea of space 
travel. 
Today, Google is attempting to recre-
ate this feeling. Google is funding 
a competition that challenges teams 
to to get a space rover to the moon, 
travel 500 meters, then transmit high 
resolution pictures and videos back to 
earth. The winner of the competition 
will receive $30 million. This may 
seem like a huge sum of money, but 
in terms of space, it really isn’t that 
much. 

Bruised Blake
Joshua Ray

How far can falsely identifying some-
one go?  James Blake, a well-known 
tennis player was recently defaced as 
a common criminal.  Blake, a 35 year 
old, started playing tennis profession-
ally in 1999. After ranking number 4 
in singles, Blake was viciously tack-
led while waiting outside the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel in New York City on 
September 9th. Apparently, Blake was 
mistaken for a credit card thief with 
a similar description. Can one really 
blame the operatives who apprehend-
ed him? Blake, who made a name for 
himself through multiple victories and 
touring the world competing in nu-
merous high-end tournaments some-
how gets confused for a theft?
 The fault clearly lies with the 
sting operative’s poor intel. The deci-
sion of the NYPD to act violent upon 
a rough description isn’t wise. My 
argument isn’t against gathering reli-
able information but rather assaulting 
someone based on the looks?  Blake 
was detained in handcuffs for more 
than ten minutes before being identi-
fied and eventually released. Blake 
isn’t alone; many other incidents have 
occurred very similar to his ordeal. So 
when is it all going to stop? Blake is 
lucky that he was only tackled. 
 When dealing with cases 
like these, spectators are always the 
first to claim that race is involved. In 
response to this, Blake said, “in my 
mind there’s probably a race factor 
involved, but no matter what, there’s 
no reason for anybody to do that to 
anybody.”  According to New York 
Police Commissioner William Brat-
ton, “I don’t believe that race was a 
factor... This rush to put a race tag on 
it— I’m sorry, that’s not involved in 
this at all.” Whether or not race was 
a factor is still up to debate. Officers 
investigating received a photo off 
Instagram of the criminal they were 
searching for.
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Academies: A First Look
Dayana Lituma-Solis

Every new school year brings chang-
es for both the student body and 
staff of Wilbur Cross. There are new 
students, new teachers, new classes, 
and perhaps even new activities to 
take advantage of. This school year 
already has big changes in store for 
the Cross governors. Along with the 
new addition of our Student Interven-
tion Specialists and the opening of 
the school’s new “College and Career 
Center,” our school has introduced 
four career-themed academies. Last 
March, students were given forms 
where they could rank their top three 
choices of what academy they wished 
to be placed into. All Wilbur Cross 
students were placed into one of four 
themed Small Learning Communities 
(also known as SLCs), which serve to 
offer students a more specific educa-
tion. 
 The four choices of SLCs 
include the following: International 
Academy of Digital Arts and Sci-
ences, Academy of Business and Fine 
Arts, Health and Culinary Sciences 
Academy, and the Law and Public 
Service Academy. As part of the four 
career-themed academies, students 
will receive the opportunity to take 
certain classes and electives, specifi-
cally offered to them as part of their 
academy. 
 All changes come with both 
positive and negative outcomes. It’s 
important to remember that these 
opinions are only a first look at the 
new academies, and that our ideas 
will no doubt change as the SLCs 
evolve. While some students fully 
support the new academies, others are 
strongly against the idea of the SLCs. 
An even bigger population of students 
are stuck in the middle, unsure where 
their opinions lie on the spectrum. 

FeaturesMoney isn’t the real motive of this 
competition: exploration is. Universi-
ties and private space teams around 
the world are competing to get their 
rovers to the moon first. Google’s rules 
state than no governments can fund 
the teams, and the contracts for launch 
must be determined by the end of this 
year. These parameters are upping the 
challenge. Space travel is an interna-
tional experience, which means that no 
one nation can do it alone. 
 The latest update is that Spa-
ceIL, a team based in Israel, is first to 
secure their launch contract. They will 
be launching off of SpaceX’s Falcon 9 
rocket. Space X is an American com-
pany who aim to revolutionize space 
technology, and eventually make it 
possible for people to live places other 
than earth. These goals may seem 
crazy to some of us, but they are some 
of the motivating factors for space 
travel. 

Mars

Whether you’ve seen the movie The 
Martian, or learned about it in school, 
you probably have heard of the planet 
Mars. This year, the space commu-
nity celebrates 50 years of successful 
NASA Mars missions that involved 
rovers, landers, and crafts. Although 
we have still not landed an astronaut 
on the planet, these missions are 
huge steps forward towards that goal. 
Earlier this May, the Administrator of 
NASA, Charles Bolden, talked about 
our advances in terms of getting to 
Mars. He said, “It is my firm belief 
that we are closer to getting there 
today than we’ve ever been before 
in the history of human civilization.” 
NASA has even released an outline 
for how they plan to travel to Mars in 
the future. 
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“At first, I thought that the academies 
were going to be really cool, because 
I could learn about things I was 
interested in. But all the law classes 
I wanted to take were filled up, and 
I couldn’t take any. I don’t have a 
single law class in my schedule. It 
bothers me because I’m a junior. 
Shouldn’t I get priority? I saw so 
many sophomores and even freshmen 
from my academy get into all these 
law classes and I didn’t end up with 
even one!” 
 Although this article mainly 
focuses on student perspectives, it’s 
important to get another perspec-
tive. To see the academy issue from 
another point of view, I interviewed 
Mrs. Natalino, the assistant principal 
at Cross. According to Mrs. Natalino, 
the idea of having academies came up 
around four years ago, when Wilbur 
Cross was deemed a “commissioner’s 
network school.” This means that a 
plan was put in place to help improve 
the school’s data points, which in-
clude academic performance, atten-
dance, and general school climate. 
Around this time, the International 
Academy was also created, in an ef-
fort to make student learning more 
personalized. After examining the 
data points for the International Acad-
emy and the school as a whole, the 
administration recognized that there 
were several strategies in place in the 
International Academy that were suc-
cessful. They hope to replicate those 
strategies schoolwide this year and 
into the future. Since students were 
more familiarized with a specific set 
of teachers and administrators within 
the school, they were able to receive 
the right amount of attention and per-
sonalized learning specific to them. 
 By following the Interna-
tional Academy’s example, the career-
themed SLCs were formed with the 
intention of establishing connections 
between faculty members and stu-
dents. Mrs. Natalino talked about the 
changes that will occur because of 
this. 

“Students will be receiving a mode of 
education that is more constructed to 
meet their individual needs,” she said. 
“Teachers will become familiar with 
those needs, and will know how to 
deal with their kids as individuals.” 
 Mrs. Natalino also spoke 
directly to students who may be 
dissatisfied with the academies thus 
far, especially upperclassmen. “The 
academies impact 9th and 10th grad-
ers more than they do our juniors 
and seniors. As 11th and 12th grad-
ers, most students take more upper 
level classes. For example, our AP 
Program, which is composed mainly 
of upperclassmen, is available to all 
students— so they are less academy 
specific.” She also mentioned that it 
is important for students to become 
involved in advocating for change 
if they feel it is necessary. “At some 
point, we will work on programs that 
give students access to other elec-
tives. Later on, the academies will 
look different, and the themes or elec-
tives may change. However, this can 
not be accomplished unless students 
are more vocal in communicating 
with the administration team on what 
changes they would like to see hap-
pen, or what classes they would like 
offered. In order to initiate partner-
ships with our students and parents 
on this process, students must first be 
able to communicate with their teach-
ers and administrators on what they 
would like to see in their academies.”
 Approximately 20% of the 
Cross student population have no 
plans to go to college. Ms. Natalino 
mentioned ways that the new acade-
mies will support these students. “We 
want to assist such students by help-
ing them to explore their post gradua-
tion options and how to plan them out 
accordingly. Our goal is for all Wilbur 
Cross students to leave here with an 
agenda of steps they want to approach 
over the course of their lifetime. The 
College and Career Center is also a 
great resource available to students. 
(continued on page 16)

Freshman Brenda Lituma of the 
Health and Culinary Sciences Acade-
my exemplified this indecision. “I feel 
like I can’t really speak on it just yet,” 
she said. “School just started and I’ve 
only been to two academy activities.” 
When asked about the benefits of the 
academies, Lituma said, “If I wanted 
to be a lawyer, and I had classes 
relating to law in my academy, then 
of course I would get something out 
of it. Maybe it would give me a head 
start on what I want to do in my fu-
ture.” Even though Lituma had some 
positive things to say about the SLCs, 
she also had her fair share of negative 
comments. “According to Cross, the 
purpose of these academies is to help 
students learn about what they’re in-
terested in. But what about kids who 
don’t fit into any of the academies? 
What do you do with them? 
 Also from the Health and 
Culinary Sciences Academy, is 11th 
grader Ta ‘Nina Gatison, who shared 
her views on the new SLCs. “I feel 
like the academies aren’t benefitting 
me at this point. So far, I feel like 
the academies are allowing us to be 
around people that have similar career 
choices as us, but isolates us from 
everyone else.” When asked what she 
hopes the Health and Culinary Sci-
ences Academy will hold in future, 
she responded with “more classes 
that will aid me on my journey to the 
medical field.”
 A student from the Law and 
Public Service Academy, who pre-
ferred to remain anonymous, said 
that they didn’t see much difference 
between being in an academy and 
not being in one. “It pretty much 
feels the same as last year,” said the 
student. “It’s okay I suppose. I think 
academies serve a purpose for some 
students, who actually have classes 
based upon what their academies are 
about. But for others I don’t think so.” 
The anonymous student also went on 
to express their resentment of the ac-
ceptance policy of the academies. 
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Fresh Off the Bus
Lishana Daniel and Ashley Sanchez

Every freshman has a different experience during the first year of high school. 
For some students, it’s easy to adjust, especially when they have friends at-
tending the same school. Unfortunately, this is not the case for all students. 
One freshman at Cross said, “It’s hard to go to a school where you don’t know 
anyone.” Most of us have felt that way before. The freshman we interviewed 
said it took her at least four weeks to feel more familiar with the school, 
though she says she still feels out of place. She watches other students, friends 
since middle school. She described one boy in particular who hangs out at 
lunch with his friends as if he does not have a care in the world. 
 She felt as though this boy had an easier time adapting to the new high 
school environment. “He just fits in here,” she said. We asked this student what 
makes him fit in and her stand out. “He’s cool,” she said. “He doesn’t have to 
wake up at 5:30— he wakes up at 8:00.” When asked to elaborate, the student 
said, “Let me take you through my day.”
 “I have to wake up early enough to make sure I don’t miss the bus, and 
then I fall asleep in some of my classes. I go to sleep really late because of all 
my homework, and then have to wake up so early to be on time. Each class 
feels so long, I can hardly wait for lunch. After hours of doing my homework 
after school, I finally go to sleep around 1:00 a.m.— knowing that I only have 
four hours of sleep left. As I lie in bed every night, I dread the idea of com-
ing back to Cross. The school is so huge— every time I take a turn, I get lost. 
I don’t even know where the bathrooms are. And there are so many people! 
Everyone is so loud, and sometimes rude to each other. One of the worst parts 
of my day is going through the second floor, as it is always so crowded. 
Right now, I don’t like high school, but hopefully one day I’ll be like the se-
niors, not wanting to ever leave.” 
 As upperclassmen, we know how she feels— being a freshman can 
be hard. But we also know that as you adapt to Cross, you’ll come to love the 
school and the people. It always gets better!

It doesn’t just help students through 
the process of looking for and apply-
ing to colleges, but it also aids kids 
in exploring their secondary-post 
options as well. Even within each 
academy, we offer careers that don’t 
require college degrees.”
 As for what she wants for the 
future, Ms. Natalino hopes that all 
Cross students are successful, and 
enjoy their years at our school. She 
firmly believes that in order to reach 
mutual agreements between students 
and staff, we must all work together 
to ensure success. In the academies, 
teachers and administration will have 
the opportunity to know their stu-
dents on a more individual level. “As 
a school, we’re invested in ensuring 
that academies are successful,” said 
Ms. Natalino. “In order to make this 
happen, we need our students and par-
ents to communicate with us better.” 
Student voices need to join together 
so that we can be heard. This is the 
only way we can close the gap be-
tween student and teachers. We need 
to come together as a unified student 
body, to make Cross the best school it 
can possibly be.
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Let’s Talk About STARS
Dayana Lituma-Solis

Sex. Sexuality. Practicing safe sex. 
Did I get your attention yet? Of 
course I did! Let’s face it. Nothing 
gets our attention more than seeing 
the word “sex.” I bet you find it a 
little awkward? But don’t worry— 
you’re not the only one. For many 
teenagers, the issue of sex and how 
to practice safe sex is an uncomfort-
able subject to talk about. Not only is 
it sometimes weird to talk about with 
our own friends, who can be imma-
ture about it sometimes, but it is even 
more difficult to talk about safe sex 
with our parents. Even though sex is 
a subject that we all tend to avoid at 
some point, we all have some ques-
tions and things we’re curious about 
at times. I mean, let’s be real here. 
All of us have spent time looking up 
information about the different ways 
a girl can get pregnant, or about the 
different methods of birth control/
contraceptives that are available to us. 
 Lucky for those of us who 
need some credible sources, a new 
resource is available to all Cross 
students within our own school hall-
ways: Planned Parenthood’s Students 
Teaching About Responsible Sexual-
ity— otherwise known as STARS. 
 For those of you who don’t 
know about Planned Parenthood, 
Margaret Sanger started it in 1916, 
hoping that birth control would 
become more accessible for women 
in the United States. Planned Parent-
hood is famous for revolutionizing 
the fight for women’s rights, and for 
advocating for the pro-choice move-
ment. Planned Parenthood’s long fight 
in support of women’s reproductive 
health has been met with a lot of tri-
umphs and controversy over the past 
years. 
 In the state of Connecticut, 
there are currently seventeen Planned 
Parenthood Health Centers located in 
various towns across the state includ-
ing

Meriden, Waterbury, Stamford, 
Bridgeport, Willimantic, and count-
less others. The services that Planned 
Parenthood offer vary, covering a 
wide range of services including 
pregnancy tests, STD/STI screenings, 
HIV testing/counseling, all FDA ap-
proved birth control methods, annual 
gynecological exams, emergency con-
traception, free condoms, and abor-
tion services both in clinic and by pill. 
For men, colonoscopies are offered as 
well. New Haven’s very own Planned 
Parenthood Center is on 345 Whit-
ney Avenue. New Haven’s Health 
Care Center is the largest Planned 
Parenthood in the state, as it includes 
the health clinic and the state’s only 
education building/administration 
department.
 The Planned Parenthood 
of Southern New England offers a 
specially designed program aimed to 
provide high school students a proper 
sexual education, and accessibility to 
proper protection. The STARS com-
mittee of the New Haven Planned 
Parenthood consists of a group of 
nineteen local high school students 
who all attend different schools across 
the city. Participants are educated on 
sexuality topics including sexual and 
reproductive anatomy, birth control 
methods, safer sex, LGBT issues, 
sexual decision making, and healthy 
relationships. The Planned Parent-
hood website states that, “The goal 
of STARS is to effectively impact 
the development of healthy sexuality 
among youth by promoting healthy 
relationships through responsible 
choices.” Teens are trained on how 
to answer basic questions from their 
peers on sexuality-related topics, and 
are responsible for providing fac-
tual information about issues relat-
ing to healthy sexuality. In addition, 
members are trained to know when 
and how to make referrals. Planned 
Parenthood teen peer educators are 
also trained to facilitate workshops 
at conferences and educational youth 
events opened to the general public.  

 Another task that comes with 
the responsibilities of being a STARS 
member is recruitment! Every month, 
Planned Parenthood hosts an event 
called Teen Clinic. Once a month, all 
high school students are welcomed 
to come to the New Haven Planned 
Parenthood to come get tested for 
any potential STIs, STDS, or HIV 
free of charge. Not just that, but you 
actually get a free dinner while there. 
Teen Clinics are openly extended 
to anybody who would like to join, 
including those who don’t want to get 
tested. If you just want to come, hang 
out, eat some free food, get some 
questions answered, and participate 
in a fun activity you’re more than 
welcome! 
 For those of you who aren’t 
aware, the STARS at Cross, who you 
can go to with any questions (or just 
to grab some free condoms), are the 
following students: 
-9th grader Ethan Clark
-11th grader Martin Clark
-11th grader Willow Giannotti-Gar-
linghouse
-11th grader Quincy Ponvert
-11th grader Dayana Lituma (me) 
-12th grader Shauntasia Hicks
 If you ever find yourself in 
need of help, advice, or referral on 
sexual matters, please feel free to pull 
us aside any time. If you are in need 
of condoms or would like to attend 
the next Teen Clinic, please don’t 
refrain from speaking to one of us. 
Also, remember that all STARS mem-
bers are specifically trained to follow 
the HIPAA Security Rule, which en-
sures confidentiality and protection of 
privacy for all our clients. In simpler 
terms, we’re under oath to keep all of 
your information confidential. 
 So please be on the lookout 
for Planned Parenthood tables or 
events to come soon. Next time you 
see us running a table during your 
lunch wave, please don’t be shy. Feel 
free come on over and talk to us about 
any questions you may have.
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A Horrifying History
Willow Giannotti-Garlinghouse  
       
We all know Halloween as a mid-fall sugary fear-fest. We carve jack-o-lanterns, 
dress up, and go from stranger’s door to stranger’s door demanding candy. 
Where did all of those traditions come from? Let’s take a look at the history of 
some of our most beloved traditions:
 
Costumes
 Originally known as “guising,” the tradition of wearing costumes be-
gan as a mode of protection. People believed that on “All Hallow’s Eve” (later 
shortened to Halloween) the spirits of dead loved ones came back for one night 
as ghosts, and walked among the living. Masks and costumes were worn as a 
way of disguising oneself as a fellow ghost, and therefore protecting yourself 
from vengeful spirits. 

Trick or Treating
 The “treat” part comes from medieval England. On all Hallow’s Eve, 
peasants would walk from door to door asking for “soul cakes” small, sweet 
pastries, in exchange for prayers for dead relatives. “Trick” was later added, 
when Irish immigrants brought the tradition to America and essentially meant, 
“Give me candy, or I’ll T.P. your house.”
 
Jack O’ Lanterns
 This tradition was also introduced to America via Irish immigrants. But 
in Ireland, pumpkins did not exist. Instead, turnips were carved with frightening 
faces, and lit with a burning ember. These were then placed outside of the home 
to frighten away evil spirits.
 
 So this Halloween, before you don your “Sexy Pizza Rat” costume (yes, 
it exists), think back to Old England, and thank them for these traditions.
 

Arts

A Night in New Haven
Karina Aviles and Marina Gonzalez

On September 10, my friend Marina 
and I attended a Melanie Martinez 
concert. The performance was held 
at the College Street Music Hall in 
downtown New Haven. Melanie 
Martinez is a 20 year-old electro and 
indie pop artist and was a contestant 
on The Voice in 2012. Soon after her 
elimination, she began recording an 
album, Cry Baby. Her performance 
on Thursday was full of energy and 
excitement that not many new artists 
bring to the table. She was absolutely 
unique from head to toe.
        Before Martinez came up to 
perform, there were two opening acts. 
The first was Sarah Barrios, a local 
artist from Torrington, Connecticut. 
Barrios is a 21-year old pop and indie 
singer/songwriter. She was named 
the New England Music Awards Best 
New Act of The Year in 2014. She 
has opened for musicians like Us The 
Duo, Kris Allen, Sam Woolfe, Daniel 
Seavey, and many other well-known 
artists.
        The second act was an indie 
folk and pop group called Handsome 
Ghost. Handsome Ghost includes 
vocalist Tim Noyes, bassist Charles 
Whistler, drummer Jamie Heinz, 
synths Eddie Byun, and keyboardist 
Ethan West. Every Handsome Ghost 
song included a mixture of acous-
tic instruments like guitars, banjos, 
ukuleles, and mandolins. The com-
bination of these instruments created 
a soothing yet upbeat feel that audi-
ences of all ages were able to enjoy.  
         After these two performances, 
the crowd was ready for Melanie 
Martinez to come out and sing. She 
opened with her hit single Cry Baby, 
which is a true crowd pleaser. 
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Start With Art
Dayana Lituma 

For many Wilbur Cross students, art is not just about drawing 
flowers on a piece of paper— it is so much more. To some, art 
can open up doorways to endless opportunities and possibili-
ties. Art can be the key that unlocks a parallel universe, allowing 
young people the opportunity of self-expression. Creating art is 
not always just about having fun, or getting a credit for gradua-
tion. It is also an escape from the pressures of the outside world: 
school, homework, boyfriends/girlfriends, sports, jobs, college 
applications, and countless other things. Many times we become 
so overwhelmed by external pressures, we feel like we’ve taken on 
way more than we can actually handle. This is where art can be an 
invaluable resource— it can help us escape. 
 I recently had the opportunity to interview some of the 
students in Mrs. Mink’s course, Exploring Visual Design. At the 
time, students were decorating the covers of their art portfolios. 
Jeamy Maldonado, a senior, explained to me the thought process 
behind her latest piece. “I don’t usually draw, but I really wanted 
to express something with that medium,” she said. “I decided to go 
with this design because I felt it really resonated with me. I used 
to listen to gothic music, and these sketches show my relationship 
with that music— everything from the dark letters to the skulls to 
the spider webs. I plan on adding more blue and black into it in the 
future.”
 Another senior, Rachel Wynne, took a different approach 
than Maldonado by using nature as the inspiration for her artwork. 
“I don’t have any reason in particular why I choose this material... 
I just thought of the idea and ran with it.” One of Cross’s newest 
students, 9th grader Richard Estrada, finds deep solace in art. “I 
am very passionate about art,” said Estrada. “I experience every-
thing as an artist. It gets to me.” When asked what inspires his art, 
he said, “I just go with the flow.” 
 It’s amazing how profound the effect of one art class can 
be on the lives of teenagers. Sitting in that room and seeing how 
devoted the students were to their work gave me fresh insight into 
the value of making art. It would make those who think art is a 
complete waste of time stop and reconsider their position on the 
true significance of a high school art class.
 Next time you encounter something challenging, I encour-
age you all to go ahead and just try it. Why not? For all you know, 
you might end up discovering a new passion in life.
 

Throughout her entire performance, 
Melanie kept the crowd engaged by 
singing all of her hits and then came 
back with an encore that completed 
her whole album. It was a night to 
remember. Everyone should try to get 
out there and explore their entertain-
ment options, as New Haven truly has 
a lot to offer.

Simply the Best. Catering, Bakery, Sit Down. 
1012 State Street, New Haven 06511

(203) 782-6767 

Art from Mr. Lawrence’s “Exploring Visual 
Arts” class. The piece above (right) was 
a cooperative student project, and the left 
piece explored monochromatic painting. 
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Accidental Art
Lily Rose-Wilen

On a typical Saturday afternoon, you 
will find me hunched over the com-
puter, editing pictures on Photoshop, 
while my mom scrolls through Face-
book in the living room. Occasion-
ally I’ll hear odd, approving moans, 
followed by her demand of my pres-
ence. “Lil! Look at this picture Karen 
posted! Isn’t it stunning? I’m going to 
ask her if I can buy it from her.” Kar-
en is a building manager who works 
in my mom’s office. She took the 
picture of a tree with her iPhone, and 
the lens flare distorted the branches, 
making the lines surreal. It is, as my 
mom said, stunning. It is also, amidst 
poorly lit shots of Karen’s husband 
and blurry selfies, an accident. 
 When I say “accidental art,” 
I refer to work that is beautiful with-
out the artist having any technical 
skill or conceptual intention. Karen’s 
tree shot is an example of this. Cir-
cumstances aligned to facilitate the 
creation of her interesting finished 
product; circumstances that replaced 
Karen’s need to think. Is she still an 
artist, and is her work worth money? 
Or, because the ultimate shot is beau-
tiful, is its value unaffected by the in-
tention of its creator? These questions 
have become central to my experi-
ence as a peer artist. Is accidental art 
still art, or can work be good only if 
it’s created on purpose? 
 Although she would deny 
it now, it is my mom herself who 
taught me this sense of skepticism 
towards the value of art. When I was 
in middle school, I would draw very 
stylized, abstract people and objects. 
She would nag me, saying, “Lil, you 
need to learn how to draw realisti-
cally. Picasso wasn’t a cubist painter 
because he couldn’t accurately paint 
a face.” Now, I can’t get those words 
out of my head. At art shows, I’ll fix-
ate on a disturbing self-portrait by an 
unskilled freshman. 

The piece is ambiguous with its 
skewed lines, and looks absolutely 
nothing like the young boy smiling in 
front of it. As much as I would like to 
love this drawing, read its inaccuracy 
as vulnerable self-reflection, it is an 
accident. It is here that we get into 
the see- saw between technical and 
conceptual value. The piece would be 
amazing if it was a conceptual self-
portrait, intended not to look like the 
boy, but instead to communicate some 
inner feeling or desire. Instead, there 
is no conceptual value. The drawing 
must be judged based on technical 
skill, making it worthless. 
 But is it? My favorite book 
growing up was “The Dot,” a story 
in which a girl draws a single dot 
in frustration over “not being able 
to draw.” Her teacher frames and 
hangs this dot above her desk, and 
the girl goes on to create an entire art 
show composed entirely of dots. Her 
accidental art was given water and 
sunlight, and grew into something far 
more powerful than a mere accident; 
it grew into a foundation for a body of 
work, an artist’s philosophy. Maybe 
my mom is that teacher to Karen, so 
willing to buy her picture and hang it 
above her desk. And maybe I can be 
that person for the freshman boy, and 
tell him that his self-portrait made me 
stop and really think— because it did. 
If we all work together in this way, 
maybe these accidents become mean-
ingful. 

Party for Peace
Javieth Acosta

My sister and I recently attended The 
Global Citizen Festival in New York. 
The Global Citizen platform was 
created by The Global Poverty Proj-
ect in 2012, as a hub for innovative 
campaigns that work towards a world 
where every child can survive and 
thrive. This organization aims for a 
world where every child has a chance 
to go to school, where women are 
protected from violence, and where 
preventable diseases aren’t holding 
people back. 
 Global Citizens is a commu-
nity of people like us. It’s all about 
people who want to learn about and 
take action on the world’s biggest 
challenges and get other people in-
volved too. The festival was timed to 
coincide with the launch of the United 
Nations’ new Millenium Develop-
ment Goals designed to fight inequali-
ty, protect our planet and end extreme 
poverty by 2030. My sister Javieska 
and I won tickets to the festival by 
taking action to end extreme poverty 
with them. We went through a long 
process to enter the ticket draw itself, 
which required things like tweet-
ing world leaders and asking them 
to prioritize ending polio for good, 
typing emails to leaders in Sweden 
to tell them to put clean  water and 
sanitation in the hands of people 
around the world, and calling mem-
bers of Congress and telling them to 
help lift people out of hunger. A total 
of 24,000 people won tickets to the 
event, and the day of the festival over 
48,000 free tickets were handed out. 
 Apart from the amazing per-
formances by Pearl JamBeyonce, Ed 
Sheeran, Coldplay, the festival had 
some amazing supporters like Eiti, 
Unilevel, Youtube, Google, iHeartRa-
dio, and New York City Department 
of Parks and Recreation. Michelle 
Obama made a special appearance 
along with Leonardo Dicaprio,
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 a couple of prime ministers, and even 
Big Bird! The whole experience was 
wonderful! The idea of being able to 
help these organizations with their 
goals and become part of such a great 
movement was amazing. I would 
definitely recommend others to join 
the Global Citizen Movement because 
we should not be a generation of 
bystanders— we must get involved in 
the issues surrounding us, and work 
to change them. 

Cross Cooks 
Lily Rose-Wilen

This quarter I decided to venture out 
of my comfort zone and cook some-
thing I’ve never made before. The 
first time I tried flan was my freshman 
year in Advisory. Our Advisory group 
planned a holiday party, and all of the 
students volunteered to bring some-
thing.One boy brought drinks, I made 
flourless chocolate cake, and another 
student carried in two gigantic trays 
of flan. Having just come to Cross, 
I had not yet realized how much I 
could learn from the vibrant different 
cultures present at my new school. 
Food is so deeply intertwined with the 
relationship we have with our heri-
tage, so what better way to discover 
more about my school, my peers, and 
myself than to share recipes? 
 I asked my friend Vanessa 
Ramirez to share her recipe for flan 
with me, and she quickly became 
animated as she described her grand-
mother making this creamy custard 
in the Dominican Republic. Although 
flan originated in Ancient Rome, this 
dish is now considered a Latin-Amer-
ican staple. The recipe looks simple, 
but it requires significant technique to 
create a perfect caramel and custard 
with a silky but firm texture. 
 I am always apprehensive 
about cooking a new dish, but my flan 
came out incredible. If you’ve never 
tried making flan, this recipe is amaz-
ing. Thank you, Vanessa!
 

Ingredients 

Abuelita’s Flan 
Ingredients

 2/3 cup sugar 
 2 large eggs plus 5 yolks 
 1 (14-ounce) can sweetened 
condensed milk 
 1 (12-ounce) can evaporated 
milk 
 1/2 cup whole milk 
 1 1/2 tablespoons vanilla ex-
tract 
 1/2 teaspoon salt 

Instructions

1. Stir together sugar and 1/4 cup wa-
ter in medium heavy saucepan until 
sugar is moistened. Bring to boil, 3 to 
5 minutes, and cook, without stirring, 
until mixture begins to turn golden, 
another 1 to 2 minutes. Gently swirl-
ing pan, continue to cook until sugar 
is color of peanut butter, 4 to 5 min-
utes, or as long as it needs. Remove 
from heat. Carefully swirl in 2 table-
spoons warm tap water until incorpo-
rated; mixture will bubble and steam. 
This step is important, it facilitates in 
the release of the syrup from the pan 
after cooking. Pour caramel into 8 1/2 
by 4 1/2-inch loaf pan. Set loaf pan 
aside. Note: caramel should harden in 
the bottom of the pan. 

2. Put oven rack to middle position 
and heat oven to 300 degrees. 

Line bottom of 13 by 9-inch baking 
pan with dish towel, folding towel to 
fit smoothly, and set aside. Bring 8 
cups water to boil.

3. Whisk eggs and yolks in large bowl 
until combined. (I used a KitchenAid 
mixer) Add sweetened condensed 
milk, evaporated milk, whole milk, 
vanilla, and salt and whisk until 
incorporated. Strain mixture through 
fine-mesh strainer into prepared loaf 
pan.

4. Cover loaf pan tightly with alu-
minum foil and place in prepared 
baking pan. Place baking pan in 
oven and carefully pour all of boiling 
water into pan. Bake until center of 
custard jiggles slightly when shaken 
and custard registers 180 degrees, 1 
1/4 to 1 1/2 hours. Remove foil and 
leave custard in water bath until loaf 
pan has cooled completely. Remove 
loaf pan from water bath, wrap tightly 
with plastic wrap, and chill overnight 
or up to 4 days.

5. To unmold, slide a thin knife 
around the edges of the pan. Invert 
serving platter on top of pan and 
turn pan and platter over. When flan 
is released, remove loaf pan. Using 
rubber spatula, scrape extra caramel 
onto flan. Slice and serve. (Leftover 
flan may be covered loosely with 
plastic wrap and refrigerated for up to 
4 days.) 
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How We Wear Our Hair
Concept and photographs by Carielys Rosario and others
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Advice Advice for the New Voter
Willow Giannotti-Garlinghouse
 
Many of you readers, are, or soon will be, of voting age. Lucky for you, the 
upcoming presidential election promises to be an interesting one. The race is 
one of the most diverse in history, with female, African-American, and His-
panic candidates. It’s an exciting time to be a voter, but, as we all know, with 
great power comes great responsibility. I offer one piece of advice for our 
young voters: don’t vote for Hillary Clinton because she’s a woman. Don’t 
vote for Ben Carson because he’s black. Don’t vote for Jeb Bush because he’s 
white. Vote because you believe, in your heart of hearts, that your candidate is 
the best candidate. That is how change happens.
         Allow me to explain: when you look at our country’s legacy of white, 
male government, the idea of a female president or a black president is defi-
nitely appealing. And that makes sense. Barack Obama’s election to the presi-
dency in 2008 represented a potential change for America. But that doesn’t 
mean that from now on, race, gender or socioeconomic status qualifies can-
didates for office. The qualifying factor of a presidential candidate should be 
values. Values are what should, in the end, drive decision-making. 
 Since Hillary Clinton announced her campaign in April, she has gained 
the support of many people. Supporting Hillary Clinton is not problematic, 
but supporting Hillary Clinton simply because she is female is an issue. If the 
voter agrees with Clinton’s views, then by all means, vote for her because of 
her views. By the same token, we shouldn’t discount candidates due to race 
or gender. Bernie Sanders, a very liberal 
candidate, is often ignored by people 
whose views parallel his, simply because 
he is a white man.
         So what can a young voter do to 
avoid the problem of single-minded vot-
ing? Be informed. Watch the debates— 
and if you can’t do that, at least watch the 
highlights of the debates. Read the paper, listen to the radio, turn to the news, 
form your own views. And when November 8, 2016 arrives, you’ll be ready. 

To All Shy Students

Dear Quincy,

I’m a freshman at Wilbur Cross and 
haven’t been having a very good year 
so far. I just moved to New Haven 
from Bridgeport, so I don’t have any 
friends from middle school. Every 
day I dread going to the cafeteria, 
knowing that I won’t have anyone to 
sit with. Lately I’ve been eating in the 
bathroom or with my math teacher. I 
hate math, but she’s the only teacher 
who even knows my name. I’m really 
shy, do you have suggestions on how 
I can meet new people? 

Thank you, 
Lonely 

Dear Lonely, 

The problems you’ve been having 
with getting to know new people are 
completely normal. Remember this: 
you are not alone. High school is a 
terrifying place for everyone new, no 
matter where you come from or who 
you come with. It’s good that you’ve 
befriended your math teacher, even if 
you don’t like math. Having a fac-
ulty member who you trust and can 
spend time around is generally a good 
idea. Keep that up! The cafeteria is a 
scary place for any high schooler, but 
once you find a routine, you’ll feel 
much more comfortable and be able 
to make friends. Try one day to sit 
down at a table with other people and 
see what happens! One thing is for 
sure: if you don’t allow yourself to 
feel embarrassed around other people, 
you’ll never be able to feel comfort-
able around other people either.

Best of luck,
Quincy
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Sports

The Homecoming Game 
Ashley Sanchez and Lishana Daniel

Cross came back with a bang! Wilbur 
Cross beat Lyman Hall 56 to 14 in 
the homecoming football game. After 
it was all over, we interviewed some 
of the team about their thoughts. A 
few players mentioned their opti-
mism before the game— they knew 
they would win. Wilbur Cross always 
comes together when we need it 
most. Not only did the football team 
have each other to lean on, they had 
the whole community awaiting their 
return. 
 Most of the players said their 
team is like a second family. “These 
are my brothers,” one player men-
tioned. “They mean the world to me.” 
A former football player said, “The 
team is my family, and still are.” 
These boys work 24/7, striving to 
reach their goals of receiving scholar-
ships to get into good schools. They 
want to become the best of the best. 
Scouts are always observing the play-
ers’ skills and techniques, but they 
miss out on the support the players 
have for each other. 
 We also asked the players 
what they hope to get out of play-
ing football. One player responded, 
saying that all he really wanted was 
a scholarship to college. “I love 
football, but school is what matters 
most to me,” he said. “I didn’t know 
I would get the best friendships I’ve 
ever had out of it, too.” Football isn’t 
all about the game to these boys; it’s 
their support system. In order to be 
successful in football, the team needs 
to work together and keep each other 
motivated. One player stated, “I am 
a team player. I love to help others 
because they’re always there for me 
when I need the help and I hate to see 
anyone be put down.”
 

 No one likes to fail, but when you have people to support you, failure 
isn’t so bad. A former player spoke about this, saying, “I need my family with 
me wherever I go. They’re right by my side during every game. You need to 
know how to communicate to get anywhere, and being on the football team 
teaches you that skill.” 
 Recently the GPA requirement needed to play sports was increased to 
a 2.0. We asked some students their thoughts on the raised standards. “I don’t 
like the requirement very much,” replied on student. “I think Mrs. Johnson 
should give the sports players a two week notice to get their grades together. 
This way we will have a better chance of being in the game and keeping our 
grades up.” Another player argued against this notion, saying, “I like Mrs 
Johnson’s decision on the GPA requirement, because it keeps divides the play-
ers by who really wants to be in the game from the players who have nothing 
better to do.” 
 The Wilbur Cross football players truly put their all into the game and 
their school work. They work hard and support each other, and they don’t get 
nearly enough credit. Next time you see one of the players in the halls, be 
sure to acknowledge all their hard work. They really make our school into the 
epitome of one team and one heart.
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Stereotyping Serena
Quincy Ponvert

As many of you know, Serena Williams is one of the best players in professional tennis today and of all time. However, 
as a black woman, she is constantly met with racism and sexism. 
 Serena is discriminated against both on and off the court. Commenters on her performance often shamelessly 
pack their reports with comments on her physical features and build. Terms like “Amazonian physique” and “huge glu-
teal strength” are thrown around thoughtlessly, and critics often call her “so unbelievably dominant” or “manly.” One 
such example comes from Matthew Norman, a writer for The Telegraph. “Generally, I’m all for chunky sports stars,” 
wrote Norman. “But tennis requires a mobility Serena cannot hope to achieve while lugging around breasts that are reg-
istered to vote in a different US state from the rest of her.” Such comments may not seem so bad at first. After all, they 
are only remarks on her natural build. However, this is exactly the problem: By pointing out Serena’s natural physical 
prowess in such a dehumanizing and alienating fashion, a critic easily reduces Serena down from the amazing athlete 
that she is into no more than a genetic cheat code. 
 By making her no more than her physical traits, critics constantly remind fans that she is different, and, some-
times unknowingly, undermine her success by attributing it to her race rather than years of practice and self-improve-
ment. And those mentioned are only the semi-positive comments. There are countless more negative ones over sexual-
izing her body, commenting on the size of her butt and breasts, or saying that she is “chunky.” Still more critics call her 
“pummeling,” “overwhelming,” and “overpowering.” Such terms are very rarely used to describe white players, and 
only further demonstrate how the white community invalidates Serena’s victories by calling her violent and danger-
ous. Jason Whitlock, a sportswriter for Fox Sports exemplified this repulsive behavior, saying, “I am not fundamentally 
opposed to junk in the trunk, although my preference is a stuffed onion over an oozing pumpkin.” The term “gorilla” is 
used disgustingly often by the media. I think we can all say safely that we do not care what Jason Whitlock prefers.
 Another example of racism is the difference in endorsements between Serena and Sharapova, another female 
tennis pro. Sharapova is white and blonde, and more fit to what the media considers classic beauty standards. Serena is 
a beautiful woman, but is offered fewer endorsement opportunities because of her race and build. This huge flaw in our 
sport industry and media is something that we have to address and change. It’s absurd that Serena Williams, the most 
successful tennis player in the world, should be judged based on anything but her skills.
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